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A confonant generally reckoned by authors, and 
admitted by Sca/iger , among the femi-vowels, and 
according to that opinion diftinguifhed in the enu- 
meration of the alphabet by a name beginning with 
5 a vowel, yet has fo far the nature of a mute, 
that it is eafily pronounced before a liquid in the fame fyl- 
lable. It has in English an invariable found, formed by com- 
prefiion of the whole lips and a forcible breath. Its kindred 
letter is V, which, in the Iflandick alphabet, is only diftin- 
guifned from it by a point in the body of the letter. 
Faba'ceous. adj. [fabaceus, Latin.] Having the nature of a 
bean. Ditt. 

FA'BLE. n.f. [fable, French; fabula, Latin.] 

1. A feigned ftory intended to enforce fome moral precept. 

Jotham’s fable of the bees is the oldeft extant, and as beau¬ 
tiful as any made fince. Addiforis Spectator. 

2. A fi&ion in general. 

Triptolemus, fo fung the nine, 

Strew’d plenty from his cart divine; 

But, fpite of all thofe fable makers. 

He never fow’d on Almaign acres. 

3. A vitious or foolifh fuftion. 

But refufe profane and old wives fables, 

4. T he feries or contexture of events which conftitute a poem 
epick or dramatick. 

The moral is the firft bufinefs of the poet: this being 
formed, he contrives fuch a defign or fable as may be molt 
fun able to "the moral. Drydens Dufrefnoy. 

The firft thing to be confidered in an epick poem is the 
fable, which is perfcft or imperfe#, according as the a&ion, 
which it relates, is more or lefs fo. Addfoiis Spectator. 

5. A lye. 1 his fenfe is merely familiar. 

To Fa'ble. v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To feign ; to write not truth but fiftion. 

That Saturn's fons receiv’d the three-fold reion 
Of heav’n, of ocean, and deep hell beneath, & 

Old poets mention, fabling. 

Vain now the tales which fabling poets tell. 

That wav ring conqueft flill defires to rove ! 

In Marlbro's camp the goddefs knows to dwell 

2. To tell lalfhoods ; to lye. 

_ ^fables not: I hpar the enemy. Shakefp, Henry VL 
I o r A ble. v. a . I o feign; to tell of falfety. 

We mean to win, 

Or turn this heav’n itfelf into the hell 

Thou \fablejl. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b. vi. 1 . 202. 

Ladies of th’ Hefperides, that feem’d 
Fairer than feign’d of old, or fabl’d fince 
Of fairy damfels met in foreft wide, 

By knights Milton’s Pared. Lofi. 

" a bled. adj. [from fable.] Celebrated in fables. 

Hail, fabled grotto ! hail, Elyfian foil! 
i hou faireft fpot of fair Britannia’s ifle ! TirkrlJ 

fei^ 7 o£ s f° m>te J A 

1 o F A'BR.CATE. v. a. [ fabricor, Latin. 1 

1 • *° build; to conftrudt. 

a 'Z° s f° r S •»*•*«%. TO, fa* is mrfnrf among 

^ * w- •» 

*'■ The aa of building; 

ofTStZ "i " f ,; he i! ,V '- immediate work 

hummZtSr Pl '’ ,lm f ° rme,h "2 of the 

Ta’ulkk. »./ [fabrica, Latin.] ’ °" S ‘'A 

?. A building ; an edifice. 

in feveral care t0 P^ce the columns, fct 

lev oral Furies, moll precdely one over another that fn 

ties as we'fw 1 ^ ^ ^ “ d the Vacu,ties to the vacui- 

2 Anv C,n beaUty 3S llrength of the f abrick - Wot, on 

'co^^ionSSS ^;^ 5 -^7 by the 

Still Will ye think it France, 

(V , all . th< ; I™?* of this great fabrick change • 

<1'H their old ftation and primeval frame. S * 
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ToFa'brick. v t a* [from the noun.] To build; to form; 
to conftrudt. 

Shew what laws of life 
The cheefe inhabitants obferve, and how 
Fabrick their manfions. Phillips* 

Fa'bulist. n.f [fabulijle, French.] A writer of fables. 
Quitting Efop and the fabulifls , he copies from Boccace. 

Croxal. 

Our bard’s a fabuli/l , and deals in fiflion. Garrick. 
Fabulo'sity. n J. £ fabulojitas , Latin.] Lyingnefs; fulnefs 
of ftories; fabulous invention. 

In their fabuldfity they would report, that they had obferva- 
tions for twenty thoufand years. 

Abbofs Defcription of the World ; 
Fa'bulous. adj . [fabulofus , Latin.] Feigned; full of fables, 
or invented tales. 

A perfon terrified with the imagination of fpe&res, is more 
reafonable than one who thinks the appearance of {f\nts fabu¬ 
lous and groundleis. Addifon’s Spectator, N°. no. 

Fa bulously. adv • [from fabulous .] In fidtion ; in a fabulous 
manner. 

I here are many things fabuloufy delivered, and are not to 
be accepted as truths. Brown s Vulgar Err ours, b . vi. c. 8. 

FACE, n.f .[face, French, from facies, Latin.] 
i ■. The vifage. 

The children of Ifrael faw the face of Mofes, that the 
fkin of Mofes s face fhone. ExocL xxxiv. 35. 

A man fhall fee faces, which, if you examine them part by 
part, you fhall never find good; but take them together, are 
not uncomely. Bac0 ^ E j 

trom beauty ftill to beauty ranging. 

In ev’r y face I found a dart. ° Addfon's Spectator. 

2. Countenance; caft of the features; look; air of the face. 

Seiz d and ty’d down to judge, how wretched I! 

Who can’t be filent, and who^will not lye: 

To laugh, were want of goodnels and of grace; 

And to be grave, exceeds all pow’r of face. Pole's Epiflles. 

3. 1 he furface of any thing. 

A mift watered the whole/<w of the ground. Gen. ii 6. 

4. 1 be front or forepart of any thing. 

file breadth of the face oi thehoufe, towards theEaft, was 
an hundred cubits. E k . 

4- State .of affairs. 1 

He look’d, and faw the face of things quite chang’d, 

1 he brazen throat of war had ceas’d to roar; 

All now was turn’d to jollity and game. 

To luxury and riot, feaft and dance. Milton's Par. Loft 
This would produce a new face of things in Europe. Addif. 

5. Appearance; refemblance. J 

K ee p Fill your former face , and mix again 

Wnh thefe loft fpirits ; run all their mazes with ’em ; 
t or fuch are treafons. z>,„ <v *, r . 

At the firft fliock, with blood and powder ftain’d, ’ 
fsor heav n, nor fea, their former face retain’d • 

Fury and art produce effe&s fo ftrange. 

They trouble nature, and her vifage change. Waller 

His dialogue has fo much th e face of probability, that fome 

6. b pScef f" g h, ° r 3 confer ' nce - ” BZ. 

his Y /„f" give h " un, ° Ele “» r . »»<! out (hall Hay her before 
Jove cannot fear; then „.l me to m , fac ,f Umb ' * 

7. Confident “USSt *“ ^ Iliad .. 

^ r a . Thinking, by this face, 

1 o ratten m our thoughts fbni- u 

p 1If . _ r ulou t) nri> tnat tney have courao- e ; 

nut tis not fo. c/ , r . , f? ,! 

Jou 11 find the thing will not be done ^ 28 ’ 

lth ‘gnowce and face alone. n 

Yon, %-he jndge to ,h, wolf, have *e/n„t Slenge 
























































































